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The Guardian Angels 


His EMINENCE WILLIAM CARDINAL O’CONNELL. 
A Pastoral Letter reprinted from the “Pilot,” October 13, 1928. 


E economy of God in spiritual affairs clearly manifests 

His tender solicitude for the welfare of the human race. 
Man, of his own efforts, limited and weak, was inherently 
unable to attain the supernatural goal for which he had been 
created. To help him save his immortal soul the Almighty 
bestowed upon him a wealth of means which far surpasses 
the wisdom of the most provident father or the loving care 
of the sweetest mother. Indeed, every natural object, yea, 
even the world of pure spirits has been shaped to serve and 
uplift mankind. The glorious universe around us, the world 
of sense; the earth with its floods of life and color and 
light; the sky with its dazzling sun at noonday and its 
mysterious stars set in their watches at night—bespeak the 
omnipresent Creator. ‘The heavens show forth the glory 
of God and the firmament declareth the work of his hands” 
(Ps. xviii, 1). Then the system of the Sacraments, those 
outward signs and channels of supernal help, was insti- 
tuted by the all-loving Son of the Almighty to give us in 
our every need the assistance of the Holy Ghost. Proceed- 
ing even further, God, in His eternal decree, did not stop 
with tangible matter to support man in the important affair 
of salvation, but, to the aids supplied us ever through nat- 
ural and physical elements, He added the ministrations of 
His messengers, His ambassadors,—the Angels. 

Because these agents of Divine Providence are creatures 
of a purely spiritual nature we are liable to entertain in- 
adequate knowledge or false concepts concerning them and ° 
all too apt to forget their presence, to be unmindful of 
their constant companionship. The Church, therefore, often 
during the year in her calendar of worship would remind 
us of God’s messengers who are ever by our side. At the 
beginning of the month of October, which popular devotion 
dedicates to the Holy Angels, she solemnizes the feast of 
our celestial guardians. 
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EXISTENCE OF BEINGS SUPERIOR TO OURSELVES 


From early childhood we have been aware of the ex- 
istence of certain beings superior to ourselves. Our first 
glimpses of benign spirits have come through the charming 
and reverent stories heard, perhaps, at our mother’s knee— 
the stories of the Angels walking upon the earth and con- 
versing with men. We have seen these exalted beings pic- 
tured in glowing colors on the immortal canvasses of 
painters. The fairest lines of the poets echoed with the 
chants which the heavenly host proclaims forth in praise of 
the Most High. 

To the inspired pages, however, must we turn if we 
would have God’s own account of these, His faithful at- 
tendants and our watchful companions. For their world, 
not being a world of matter, is beyond the limited reach of 
human powers and to it revelation only can be-our guide. 
Only the pictures drawn in the records of Holy Writ can 
open to our view the magnificent creation of the preter- 
natural order of beings which we call the world of the 
Angels. 

And how sublime, how inspiring is the scene which the 
Scriptures open out before us! From the inaccessible light 
of God’s eternal throne, stretching downwards on all sides 
are the tens of thousands of God’s Angels. Pure spirits, im- 
mortal and incorruptible, possessed of a beauty and power 
of intellect beyond that of all the beautiful things of earth, 
they fill the heavens with their enchanting music and inces- 
santly hymn the praises of the Most High. “Holy! Holy! 
Holy!” they sing, “Lord, God Almighty, who was, who is, 
and who is to come! Thou art worthy, O Lord, our God, 
to receive glory, and honor and power: Because thou hast 
created all things; and for thy will they were, and have 
been created” (Apoc. iv, 8, 11). 


Took Part IN CIRCUMSTANCES OF SAVIOUR’S LIFE 


The Scriptures teem with the most touching descriptions 
of the angelic host. Nearly every page tells us of the ex- 
istence of created intellectual substances, entirely incor- 
poreal who, by their God-given power, exercise a tremendous 
influence over the eternal destinies of men. The Biblical 
narratives are a succession of important events which mark 





a a ee eee ee ee 


fe @ 70 2 = 65 = me me he i 









THE GUARDIAN ANGELS 363 








God’s dealings with mankind, not by direct contact but, as 
is His wont, by the intervention of Angelic ministrations. 
Frequently these holy spirits appeared to the Patriarchs, to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They delivered Lot from the 
burning city of Sodom; they conducted the Israelites to the 
Land of Promise; they preserved the three children in the 
fiery furnace; they guided the peregrinations of Tobias and 
rescued Daniel from the lion’s den. With their beneficent 
influence they were ever at hand when dangers and tribula- 
tions encompassed the Jewish people. 

Under the New Testament, Angels took a part in all the 
circumstances of our Saviour’s life. They announced His 
Incarnation to the world; they presided at His crib in Beth- 
lehem; and to the shepherds on the cold hillsides beyond, 
they proclaimed the glad tidings of His birth; they min- 
istered to Him in the desert; they comforted Him amidst.the 
lonely horrors of Gethsemane; they kept guard at His tomb, 
and from Mount Olivet they conducted Him back home to 
heaven. And on the last solemn day, when the Son of Man 
will come to judge the world in the clouds of heaven, with 
great power and majesty, His Angels, attending Him, will 
carry out the happy or unhappy sentences passed upon the 
children of men. 

The Angels are thus deeply concerned about our interests 
because they are our constant companions in life. To each 
of us one of these pure spirits has been assigned to watch 
over us and protect us from birth to judgment. They who 
are so exalted, who rejoice with the ineffable happiness that 
comes from the vision of the Creator, ever attend us as we 
journey through this vale of tears, sharing in the various 
vicissitudes of our life, assisting us to serve God, and watch- 
ing our every step lest we stumble amid the manifold temp- 
tations of the world. 



































































































DoctTRINE WRITTEN ON RECORDS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 





This consoling doctrine is plainly written on the records 
of Holy Scripture. “Behold,” says God Himself, by .the 
mouth of Moses, the Jewish legislator, “behold, I will send 
my Angel, who shall go before thee, and keep thee in thy 
journey, and bring thee into the place that I have prepared. 
Take notice of him, and hear his voice, and do not think 
him one to be contemned; for he will not forgive when thou 
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hast sinned; and my name is in him. But if thou wilt hear 
his voice, and do all that I speak, I will be an enemy to thy 
enemies, and will afflict them that afflict thee” (Exod. xxiii, 
20-22). And the Psalmist, speaking of the ministrations of 
the Angels, says, “He hath given his Angels charge over 
thee; to keep thee in all thy ways. In their hands they shall 
bear thee up; lest thou dash thy foot against a stone” (Ps. 
xc, 11-12). Our Divine Saviour, denouncing him who 
scandalizes the little ones, declared that their Angels, who 
are in heaven, always see the face of His Father who is in 
heaven (Matt. xviii, 10); and St. Paul, referring to the 
Angels, asked, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent to 
minister for them who shall receive the inheritance of salva- 
tion?” (Heb. i, 14.) The Angels, therefore, are our friends 
and companions. This is our firm and comforting belief; 
for the God of the Angels has given it to us. 

Plainly and beautifully expressed on the pages of Chris- 
tion literature is the thought of these tutelary spirits and 
their ministry to their charges upon earth. ‘The Angels,” 
says Origen, “have a care of our souls, which are confided 
to them, as tutors have a care of their pupils”; and St. Jus- 
tin adds: “The dignity of our souls is so great that each one 
from his birth has an Angel appointed to guard him.” St. 
Augustine, who wrote at length about our Guardian Angels, 
assures us that they accompany us wherever we go. “The 
Angels,” he says, “go in and out with us, having their eyes 
always fixed upon us, and upon all that we are doing; if we 
stop anywhere, they stop also; if we go forth to walk, they 
bear us company; if we journey into another country, they 
follow us; go where we will by land or by sea, they are ever 
with us.” 


DeEvoTION Pain TO CELESTIAL COMPANIONS 


On this belief Tradition could hardly be more general, 
more uninterrupted or more uniform. From the earliest years 
the Faithful have given expression to it in the devotion paid 
to their celestial companions and in the shrines and sanc- 
tuaries erected in their honor. And the Church, with her 
special Feast of the Guardian Angels, keeps before our 
minds the great truth that we have been entrusted by God 
“s their unfailing care and insists upon our duties towards 
them. 
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Oh, how boundless is God’s goodness, how admirable 
His Providence in all things! He who created and redeemed 
us is so anxious to welcome us into heaven that He allots 
to each an Angel to guide and guard us along the way. 
One by one He brought us into existence; one by one His 
Divine Son, our Saviour, thought of us as He prayed in His 
agony, and stumbled along the Way of Sorrows on the first 
Good Friday afternoon. Nailed to the Cross, He died as if 
for each one of us alone, and the abundant showers of His 
redeeming grace He now pours down upon the soul of each, 
as if it alone were the object of His mercy. It is God’s way 
to deal with the race of the redeemed as if each member 
were the only one appealing to His solicitude and love. 
Hence it is that in His ardent desire for the salvation of all, 
He assigns a prince of His heavenly court as an instrument 
of salvation to each. For so says the Psalmist of each one 
of us in beautiful words full of comfort and hope: “He hath 
given His Angels charge over thee, to guard thee in all thy 
ways” (Ps. xc, 11). 

In thus acting our heavenly Father is but pursuing His 
general plan of employing some of His own creatures in the 
government of His universe. Through the agency and in- 
strumentality of others come most often the blessings we re- 
ceive from God’s bounty in the temporal order. The com- 
munity in which we live, the society of which we are mem- 
bers, is one grand scheme of assistance by which the strong 
help the weak, the rich the poor, and the learned those who 
are ignorant and unwary. How much we owe to the friends 
whom God has given us! How many elements of worth in 
our character might be traced to the example or instruction 
of men and women around us, who have been interested in 
us and who in various ways have aided us in our struggle 
with the forces of ignorance and evil! . The lives of every 
one of us, if we think them over, are but a history of such 
timely helps from our fellow-men, and these helps are none 
the less efficacious because perhaps they were unconsciously 
given and received. From various persons they came to us, 
only some of whom we have known and prized, and in lov- 
ingly mysterious ways, too, though in our ignorance we but 
deemed them the ordinary occurrences of life. For like pur- 
poses and in similar ways God has recourse to the agency of 
the Angels, those rich, powerful princes of Sion who bring 
from Him the exhaustless source of good, and abundance of 
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material and spiritual blessings to the weak and needy chil- 
dren of men. 


THERE Is But ONE FAMILY oF GoD 


When all is said, there is but one family of God, its 
members His servants in heaven and on earth, all united by 
the bond of a common obedience to their heavenly Father 
and by the strong ties of love for one another. The Angels, 
secure in the happiness of heaven, are, as it were, our 
brothers, strong, experienced, rich in the wisdom of God, 
and we, poor, faltering pilgrims of earth, are entrusted by 
the Eternal Father to their care, even as in the home some- 
times a mother commits the helpless child to the special 
charge of older brothers or sisters who strive to excel one 
another in the loving affection bestowed upon the object of 
such a precious trust. But in the vast household of creation, 
over which God presides with supreme power and majesty, 
the love of the Angels for their charges upon earth is a love, 
in strength and tenderness, surpassing that of brother or 
sister; it is a love beyond that cherished even by a mother. 

Many are the motives which prompt such constant de- 
votion to our interests, many the sources from which such 
surpassing love is drawn. These celestial patrons, we know, 
are close to the merciful Heart of the Redeemer; they un- 
derstand, therefore, His untiring concern for our welfare and 
from that inexhaustible fountain of love they imbibe the 
tenderest affection in our regard. They know, too, that we, 
their relatives, not by the flesh but through the spirit ele- 
ment in our nature, are destined to share their glory, to be 
their fellow-citizens in heaven, and one day to enter into 
their unending companionship. In the unselfishness of their 
love, they are anxious for the period of our probation to 
close triumphantly. 

However, what especially enhances the intensity of their 
affection is the fact that they have a Divine commission to 
watch over us, and to be for us here upon earth the instru- 
ments of God’s mercies. This it is that urges them to sweep 
down from their golden skies and to flash swiftly and joy- 
ously through the dim air of this lower world, that they may 
assure us of their love and be at hand in all fear and trouble. 

And with what admirable solicitude and unceasing 
watchfulness to these protecting Angels fulfil their Divine 
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commission with regard to us. At every moment, though 
unseen, they are by our side. They never forsake us from 
the first breath we draw until we have entered into the pos- 
session of our eternal destiny. They hover about the babe 
slumbering in its crib. They guide the timid and untried 
steps with which childhood and youth enter upon life, at 
first so strange and at all times so full of peril. They hold 
out a helping hand to strong and rugged manhood, seasoned 
by struggles with the forces of evil and bearing, perhaps, 
the scars which the wounds of sin have made. And when 
the light of life is transformed into the darkness and gloom 
of age, with its dreams unrealized and its hopes cherished in 
vain, Guardian Angels are near to support the bent form and 
tottering steps, and to banish the shadows of loneliness and 
sorrow. 


ANGELIC PARTNERSHIP NEVER INTERRUPTED 


Wherever we go this angelic partnership is never inter- 
rupted. Heavenly spirits shield us from bodily danger and 
minister to us in our temporal needs, even as the Angel of 
the Lord loosened the chains from St. Peter’s limbs and 
opened the iron gate of his prison. “They bear us in their 
hands,” say the Scriptures; day and night they are vigilant 
for our well-being. They who keep Israel neither slumber 
nor sleep. Intent upon the salvation of our souls, they in- 
struct us; they protect us; they plead for us with God. 
They ward off temptations, overcome obstacles physical as 
well as spiritual, and pointing out the path of virtue, they 
guide us lest we go astray. To our prayers they unite 
theirs; they inspire holy thoughts or whisper helpful inspira- 
tions; at times, too, they inflict upon us healing and salutary 
chastisements. To every want of the soul through life they 
minister, that they may assist it to arrive safely at its 
journey’s end. All this they do for all of us, if we but let 
them; every help that they can give is ours, if we but wel- 
come them and with them gratefully cooperate. 

These various and unceasing ministrations but show 
forth with greater force the marvels of Divine Providence. 
For Holy Writ tells us that some of the Angels, unfaithful 
to their high calling, were dethroned from the celestial 
courts and hurled with wrath into unending perdition and 
damnation. These same fallen spirits, retaining withal the 
penetrating and keen knowledge proper to high intelligence, 
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are waging fierce battles against those creatures whom God 
had commanded them to serve. Although pure spirits, they 
were still left the power to disobey, and now, in their mor- 
bid despair and jealousy, with their strength surpassing the 
utmost might of man, they aim at our destruction. ‘Our 
wrestling,” says St. Paul, “is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers of the world of this darkness, against 
the spirits of wickedness in the high places” (Ephes. vi, 
12). But the paternal care of God shielded us from their 
malevolent attacks by surrounding us with the protection 
of our good Angels. These, by their fidelity to God, are in 
every way capable of warding off the darts of the disobedi- 
ent spirits. 

What friends they are, next to God and the Virgin 
Mother, our oldest and our best! “They stand by us,” says 
St. Augustine, “with the greatest care and watchfulness, 
aiding us and providing for our necessities. They assist us 
in our labors, protect us in our rest, encourage us in combat, 
crown us in victory.” 

Never do they leave us. Especially in our dying hours 
will they be near, when the struggle with the powers of evil 
is fiercest, to awaken within us contrition and confidence, 
even as a celestial visitant came to the Saviour in His agony 
and strengthened Him. Not even at death does this friend- 
ship end. For the Angels are ministers of judgment; the 
souls they have watched upon earth with zealous care they 
proudly escort to the mansions of the blest, or delicately 
bear to the darkened realms of Purgatory where, we may 
well believe, they console their imprisoned clients with vi- 
sions of future bliss, and, after the period of the purifica- 
tion is over, beckon them away to enjoy the presence of their 
eternal Father. 


THouGHTs WuicH It Is WELL To CHERISH 


These are thoughts which it is well for us to cherish. 
They help to impress us with the infinite tenderness which 
binds the Creator to His creatures, and to assure us that we 
never can be away from the loving arms of His omnipotence. 
They tell us how ineffable must be the grandeur and how 
unapproachable the majesty of Him about whose throne are 
gathered myriads of adoring spirits brighter than the brilli- 
ance of the sun and clothed with a beauty no tongue can 
adequately describe. And then to think that this mighty 
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Lord of the universe stoops to our weakness and that these 
celestial princes are our companions! 

We are in touch with two worlds: the visible world of 
material things all about us and the invisible world equally 
real though unseen. All these considerations make us the 
better realize the meaning of the words of the Royal 
Prophet, ‘Thou hast made man a little less than the Angels, 
thou hast crowned him with glory and honor; and hast set 
him over the works of thy hands” (Ps. viii, 6). 

Though by faith we know the truth of these sublime doc- 
trines, we are, alas, all too prone to let it be banished from 
our minds by undue attachment to the material things of 
mortal life. It is the consciousness of such failure to draw 
upon this vast source of spiritual treasure that prompts us 
to address ourselves to the Faithful of the Archdiocese and 
with all the solicitude of paternal care emphasize these 
sound, healthy elements of Catholic Spiritism, especially at 
this time when Holy Mother Church commends to her chil- 
dren devotion to the Holy Angels. 


CONSCIOUSNESS OF PRESENCE OF ANGELIC GUARDIANS 


How consoling to poor humanity is this overwhelming 
thought of God’s protection throughout all our lives and in 
all our ways. What folly to turn from this most beautiful 
and encouraging teaching of the Divine Master to the 
wickedness and falsity of a spiritualism which is nothing 
short of a temptation of the devil. What intelligent person 
can really put faith in the trickery of charlatans who, by the 
cheapest and meanest methods, seek to entrap unwary vic- 
tims for the sole purpose of self-aggrandizement? No rea- 
soning man can doubt that people who submit themselves 
voluntarily to this false spiritism, condemned by God Him- 
self, are either feeble-minded or deluded. 

The purpose, therefore, which we have in mind in em- 
phasizing at this time the doctrine of the Church respecting 
our angelic guardians is to make us ever more and more 
conscious of their presence in every phase of our lives, in 
every deed that we perform. In this way the thought will 
be always present to our minds that a loving Father and a 
dear, devoted older brother, in the person of our Guardian 
Angel, are always with us to guide and protect us during 
our whole mortal life. 
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And with this consideration inevitably comes a great 
sense of gratitude for God’s eternal love and care for His 
weak and wandering children on earth. So, it is our duty 
to offer to Almighty God our deepest and sincerest acts of 
thanksgiving for His constant attention and to our good 
Angels the most affectionate and tender sentiments of love 
and reverence. May our prayer each day and often dur- 
ing the day be the prayer which Holy Mother Church places 
upon our lips: “Angel of God, dear Guardian, to whose care 
the Divine Goodness has entrusted me, deign to enlighten, 
guard, rule and guide me.”—Given at Boston, October 2, 
1928, Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels. 


A Philosophy of Life 


Rt. Rev. Joun Grecory Murray, S.T.D. 


Baccalaurate sermon preached by the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Portland, 
Me., at the Commencement exercises of Marygrove 
College, Detroit, June 9, 1929. 


HEN your distinguished president invited me to 
preach the baccalaureate sermon, the opportunity of 
speaking the last message in this chapel to a group of young 
women who had given four of the best years of their life to 
the work of preparing themselves properly for a worthy 
career, brought to me a sense of profound responsibility akin 
to the seriousness with which St. Paul exhorted his neo- 
phytes to face a pagan world. You know of the courage 
and the confidence with which that great Apostle assembled 
his followers at Ephesus, Athens, Corinth and Rome, to in- 
spire them with a realization of the power conferred upon 
them by the Son of God that they might exemplify in their 
lives the presence and the doctrine of their Divine Master, 
so that Paul himself would have no need to preach words 
that fell upon heedless ears. 

The scene of this great drama at Ephesus, Athens, Cor- 
inth, and Rome, differs little from the scene of action at De- 
troit, Chicago, New York, or Boston. The conflict between 
the spirit of Christ and the spirit of Mammon may not dis- 
play the same external fury and visible bitterness in the 
cities of the modern world that it did in the ancient, but it 
is no less real, constant, and vital. Because it is less open 
and apparent, it is all the more insidious and disastrous. 
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In facing the modern world which is drifting with irre- 
sistible force to paganism, the young woman who accepts 
the shield of Christianity and the armor of God will exult 
as did the early heroines in the opportunity to strive for 
the higher ground of glorious achievement in the kingdom 
of her Divine Leader. This is an age when the weakling will 
tumble to the depths of darkness but the strong woman will 
rise to the summit of noble faith. 

Response to the voice of the heavenly Captain, support 
from His mighty arm, energy from His Sacred Heart, 
fidelity to His all-wise strategy, will bring victory and grati- 
fication to all who contend in His Name and for His cause. 

The days of training for the warfare are almost over, the 
day of conflict almost at hand. What is your plan of cam- 
paign? What is the strategy you have chosen? Where are 
your resources? What is your objective? 

If you have determined all these methods for yourself, 
blessed indeed are you who may claim a place in the ranks 
of the wise virgins. If you are still uncertain, and yet dis- 
posed to listen to the voice of one who is deeply concerned 
with the problems that you face, perhaps you may find some 
help in the program that I presume to present. 


A CHRISTIAN AXIOM 


Searching among the wise sayings of the inspired writ- 
ings, I find no words that express more concisely and more 
adequately the campaign of the Christian warrior and a true 
philosophy of life than the word of Christ which is not 
recorded in the Gospels, but quoted by St. Paul, who no 
doubt received it from St. Luke, the Evangelist favored by 
the secrets that the Mother of Christ had treasured in her 
Heart: “You ought to remember the word of the Lord Jesus, 
how he said: It is a more blessed thing to give, rather than 
to receive” (Acts xx, 35). 

The most recent English translation of this passage is 
more terse: “To give is happier than to get.” An analysis 
of the Christian philosophy of life will lead us to accept 
these words of our Blessed Saviour as its essential axiom. 
The conflict in this world is between those who are de- 
termined to get and those who are disposed to give. 

You may question the reasonableness of this doctrine by 
asking how it is possible for you to give unless you first have 
received. If you had not received of God, you would not 
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exist, you would not have the mind with which to think, nor 
the will with which to choose, nor the heart with which to 
govern the disposition of the gifts bestowed so bounteously 
by a heavenly Father whose very nature it is to give of His 
goodness that other beings may live to enjoy His bounty. 

It is true that you already possess certain gifts which 
you never would have had the opportunity to get by any 
effort of your own. Your life itself has come from the 
breath of God operating through the agency of your par- 
ents who, with true Christian virtue, placed themselves at 
the disposition of God to become the instruments in His 
hands to give and sustain your life. Your very soul has 
been elevated and enhanced by the supernatural life which 
all the combined forces of nature and all the efforts of wise 
men and angels would have failed to bestow to the degree 
of one iota, had not God Himself intervened to permit you 
to participate in His Divine life on this earth by grace in 
preparation for the life of glory. That life is nurtured by 
the ministry of the Church of God and brought to perfec- 
tion by your cooperation. Your first steps in the ways of 
truth, both natural and revealed, were guided by those 
whom God appointed to speak in His name and with His 
authority. Finally the combined effort of teacher and pupil 
during the past sixteen years has developed the powers of 
your mind and your soul to a degree that makes you master 
of their activities henceforth and leaves to you the decision 
as to whether they are to be used in a campaign to get or 
to give. 


PLANNING THE CAMPAIGN 


If your supreme strategy is to be governed by the desire 
to give, then you will logically make use of all available 
resources in order to provide for your campaign to give. 
You will choose a definite place and task in life which will 
enable you to earn a living and fulfil the obligations that 
naturally arise in the maintenance of such livelihood. Even 
though you become an apostle after the manner of St. Paul, 
you will work with your head and hands so as not to be a 
burden to others. You will rejoice in the possession of every 
kind of earthly treasure in so far as it enables you to dis- 
pose of it for the improvement of yourself and others. 

But because you are called to an apostolate in the 
service of the Son of God, you will not rest content with the 
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degree of intellectual and spiritual power which you have 
attained today. Here at college you have been given the 
instruments of education and trained to use them. Freedom 
is now yours to foster either a listless leisure or a creative 
energy. If you appreciate the works of God in nature and 
in the soul, you will develop your mind to a higher degree 
in acquiring a broader knowledge of God in both the nat- 
ural and the supernatural. You will cultivate the com- 
panionship of the noble great, whether living, by personal 
intercourse, or dead, in the study of their thoughts, words, 
and actions, in the field of literature and science. You will 
give your mind to God, to know Him in every manifesta- 
tion of truth that may come within your reach. 

Having enriched your mind with knowledge from every 
source that is pure and true, you will not waste your time in 
idle curiosity to look into the vast rivers that are running 
foul and muddy with the outpourings of a degraded and 
degenerate literature which threatens to inundate our mod- 
ern civilization with such a flood of falsehood and filth as to 
sweep away every vestige of Christian culture. The greater 
the flood, the narrower the area of security. Be wise there- 
fore in limiting rather than enlarging the choice of books 
that you think necessary to do justice to the progress of 
true knowledge and your own enlightenment. 

Do not let the treasures of knowledge which you have 
acquired remain barren and unproductive in your well-in- 
formed mind. Seek to impart to others what you have 
gained. Your knowledge will become more precise and 
your thinking more accurate in the effort to tell others what 
you have learned. The effort to teach will make you a bet- 
ter student and the consequent research will make you a 
better teacher, so that your mind will go on its course in an 
ever-broadening circle until it embraces the whole celestial 
sphere of true knowledge. 


PRAYER AS A ForM OF GIVING 


This broad knowledge of science and of men will make 
you a humble student in the ways of God. The more you 
know, the better you know how little you know, and so. you 
come to the gate of the temple of humility where the Cre- 
ator is everything and the creature is nothing. You will ex- 
perience a certain exhilaration in entering into that temple 
with the sweet security of a child approaching a tender Fa- 
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ther who sits all the day and all the night long awaiting 
our coming as little children into the kingdom of heaven. 
He has secrets to tell us by His direct bestowal of grace that 
all the wise men of the ages could not learn by human ef- 
fort. He reveals Himself in all His perfection and His 
beauty to the soul that has learned to pray. He will always 
remain the hidden and the unknown God of the Areopagus 
to all who know not how to pray. To those who give, give, 
give their mind and heart to Him in prayer, no matter how 
tedious the effort in the beginning, He reveals the truth in 
its spiritual application: “To give is happier than to get”; 
because the effort to give the mind to God makes it possible 
for God Himself to bestow more abundantly those very 
graces that He first gave without any effort of ours. 

Imbued with this grace, you go forth from the temple 
to carry into effect your strategy which is to conquer the 
world. You have something of the spirit of Pentecost, ready 
to cast all your earthly belongings at the feet of the apos- 
tles and spend yourself in the life of the community to let 
others share the inheritance that you have received. You 
are ready with your time to study the problems that hold 
your neighbors slaves in an unthinking and selfish world. 
During your years at Marygrove this phase of your educa- 
tion has not been neglected. You have had very precise in- 
struction and interesting symposiums in the field of social 
science. You are fortunate to have your minds thus at- 
tuned to the principles designed to bring harmony into a 
world grating on our ears and our nerves with its dissonance 
of greed and chaos. You will not be content to know these 
problems without seeking the solution. You will not be 
satisfied to set forth the application of these solutions to 
society in general but you personally will rejoice in giving 
your companionship to the victims of social disaster and 
your sympathetic help to the reconstruction of the shattered 
life, the broken family, the disrupted social unit in each 
community. In other words, you will become another Christ 
ministering with the touch of His gentle Hand, the words 
of His blessed Voice, the love of His Sacred Heart. 


THE FOLLY OF THE Cross 


In your apostolate, reproducing in your own particular 
sphere the life of the primitive Christian Church, you will 
not permit yourselves to be deterred by the sneer of the 
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sophisticated and discouraged by the contempt of the 
worldly. Your philosophy is the wisdom of the cross: “For 
the word of the cross is, to them that perish, foolishness; 
but unto us who are saved it is the power of God. For it 
is written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning will I bring to nought.’.. . 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. . . . Now the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness to him; and he cannot know them, because 
they are spiritually judged. But he that is spiritual judgeth 
all things, and he himself is judged of no man. For who 
hath known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct 
Him? But we have the mind of Christ” (I Cor. i, 18-25; 
ii, 14-16). 

We have the mind of Christ and we have the cross of 
Christ, both proclaiming: “To give is happier than to get.” 
Armed with the spirit and the presence of Christ, we ad- 
vance to the conflict with the natural man, “who receiveth 
not the things of the spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
to Him.” His is the philosophy of get, cet, GET. He 
cloaks his greed, his animal gratification, his personal exalta- 
tion, his pagan self-indulgence, his atheistic apotheosis of 
self, in the high-sounding term of biological fulfilment. His 
theory is the accepted philosophy of more than two-thirds 
of the population of this country. This seems to be a con- 
flict in which the contending forces are vastly dispropor- 
tionate. 

Be not disturbed. The disproportion has been vastly 
greater in every conflict from the day of Pentecost to the 
present hour. God has need of only a few generous souls in 
each crisis of human history to direct the current thought 
and action back to the fountains of purity and truth. 
Thought is not enough. Speech is not enough. Action alone 
will tell. Catholic Action, therefore, is the slogan of the 
hour. 

CatHotic ACTION MEANS SACRIFICE 


Catholic Action is the giving of self to the very climax 
of self-sacrifice, self-denial, consummate love for God and 
neighbor. Catholic Action had its origin at the foot of the 
cross of Christ on Calvary. It knew not how to receive 
except from the wounds of the God-Man. It knew not how 
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to get except from the Spirit of God descending upon the 
Apostles at Pentecost. It knew how to give as did James 
at Jerusalem, Andrew in Greece, and Peter and Paul at 
Rome. It knew how to satisfy the fury of a Nero in the 
conflagration of human torches and to turn the tide of the 
bloodthirsty Mussulman in the sacrifice of the kingly Louis. 
It knew how to discover new worlds in the aspirations of a 
Columbus. It knew how to harbor the children of the for- 
est in the pilgrimages of a Marquette who passed by yonder 
shores in his search for citizens to populate the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Catholic Action is the expression of a Divine love. This 
love has its source in God and therefore is constant in its 
perseverance, universal in its application, unremitting in its 
ardor, joyous in its achievements. It repudiates no law be- 
cause it accepts all law as an opportunity for the discipline 
of self. ‘This love suffereth long and is kind; it envieth 
not; it vaunteth not itself; is not puffed up; doth not be- 
have itself unseemly; seeketh not its own; is not provoked; 
taketh not account of evil; rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, 
but rejoiceth with the truth; beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things” (I Cor. 
xiii, 4-7). 

This love is gentle, not aggressive; helpful, not dicta- 
torial; calm, not demonstrative. It does not seek so much 
to refute error as to demonstrate the truth. It hesitates to 
confuse the erring but seeks to lend him a hand. It does 
not proclaim its own achievements but rather takes account 
of the vastness of the things still undone. It does not quib- 
ble and balk at methods, provided there be no evil in the 
purpose or the means proposed to accomplish it. It is dis- 
posed to give rather than to receive credit in the results at- 
tained. 

Its GOAL THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST 


The objective in all things is the kingdom of God, the 
dominion of Christ over the hearts of men. All else is sacri- 
ficed to this end: the desire for peace and repose, the crav- 
ing for friendship and companionship, the enjoyment of 
literature and research in the ways of knowledge. Every in- 
terest is subordinated to the sway of God over self and 
others. To keep the proper balance between the distribu- 
tion of time and effort in the personal intercourse with God 
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and neighbor is the only problem that gives concern. The 
twofold commandment must be fulfilled. The Divine source 
of the power to give must not be neglected in the effort to 
give. 
The fulfilment of the giving comes only in the posses- 
sion of the Divine Giver. All the giving is fruitless unless 
the source of the gift is motivated by God and the object of 
the gift is brought nearer to God while the human giver 
finds his compensation in the attainment of the Divine. Re- 
joice in the anticipation of participating in the life of Him 
Who has been to you Divine Father, Blessed Redeemer and 
Sanctifying Spirit. 

Go forth to the conflict with the strength of a Catharine, 
the majesty of a Cecilia, the simplicity of an Agnes, the 
patience of an Agatha. Only God may be the witness of 
the thoughts you cherish, the spirit you develop, the merit 
you gain. But the whole world will be the better for the 
life you live, the deeds of kindness you perform, the in- 
juries you suffer, the ingratitude you experience, and the 
joy that you dispense. The actual experience of a gener- 
ous, persevering application of your axiom will convince you 
of the truth of the words of your heavenly Captain: “To 
give is happier than to get.” ‘May the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all” (II Cor. xiii, 13). 


Is Science in Conflict with 
Religion? 


HILarrE BELLOc 


Reprinted from the London “Sunday Graphic.” 





PROPOSE to put a question, not to answer it: “I pro- 

pose to ask my readers: What is this much-talked-of 
conflict between religion and science? Does it really 
exist?” 

If it does exist, it is the most important of all questions, 
for upon a man’s religion depends his settled mind. If it is 
disturbed his whole being is disturbed, and he cannot hope 
for happiness. 
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The first thing we have to do is to define our terms, for 
until we have done that in any matter we do not even know 
what we are talking about. 

“Science” means a body of facts ascertained by experi- 
ment and proof; today when people use the word they mean 
a body of facts in the physical sciences, including as- 
tronomy, biology and geology. 


“PrRoveD Facts” 


Now it is clear that an ascertained and proved fact can 
upset very nearly every other form of affirmation. I say 
“very nearly” because proof from the testing of theory by 
experiment is never absolute. It is never more than a very 
high degree of probability. Still, what are commonly called 
“proved facts” (and the whole body of them, which is 
“science”) clearly master any opposed theory or idea lack- 
ing the same degree of certitude. The whole of my affec- 
tions and hopes may be bound up with the idea that the 
earth is flat; but they must give way to the proved scientific 
fact that it is proved not to be flat. 

So much for the first term, science. 

Now what of the other term in the phrase? What do 
we mean by “religion”? That is, as everyone is coming 
to see, the core of the whole business. If you mean by re- 


ligion any system to which some proposition is vital, which 
proposition has been disproved or rendered in the highest 
degree improbable by scientific (that is, by organized, exact 
and repeated) measurement and observation, then there is 
conflict between your religion and science; and your relig- 
ion must give way, unless you can produce some basis of 
certitude stronger than the accumulated evidence and co- 
ordination of evidence against it. 

For instance, supposing a man to say (aS very many 
men have said in the past in England and America, and as 
some men are still saying): “My religion, my scheme of 
ultimate truth, is built upon the infallible authority of the 
English translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, made under 
James I, in the literal sense of every word. That is infal- 
lible. I therefore affirm that the world was made in exactly 
six days of twenty-four hours.” 

Here is obviously conflict between science and this man’s 
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religion. It is one in any number of millions, according to 
the evidence, that the world was not made in six days of 
twenty-four hours. To reject the conclusions of science 
here a man must give stronger reasons for his reliance on 
the authority of the literal word of the English Authorized 
Version as his ultimate guide to truth than science has for 
its conclusions. If he cannot do so science has destroyed 
his religion. 

But suppose his religion be not of this kind. Suppose 
he says: “My religion is a system, the vital conceptions of 
which are a personal God, omnipotent Creator of all things; 
the existence of-the human soul and its immortality; judg- 
ment and fate according to its good or evil will, freely 
exercized; the power of God to interfere with the common 
sequence of nature; the Incarnation of God in a certain 
Man who once really existed on earth, who was put to 
death for mankind, and who rose again on the third day.” 
We need go no further than that. We have here a few 
fundamental ideas which a great many people will tell you 
are in conflict with the conclusions of science. 

The question at once arises: “Where is the conflict? 
What body of known, proved, physical facts contradicts 
these ideas?” 

Obviously there is no conflict between any one of these 
ideas and science properly so called on the ground of experi- 
ment. For instance, the man who says: “There can be no 
soul (a) because I have not observed it, or (b) because 
it escapes my instruments of observation,” is not reason- 
ing closely. If he were reasoning closely he would be tak- 
ing it for granted that his instruments were capable of dis- 
covering all reality—which plainly they are not; or, again, 
taking it for granted that they had already discovered all 
reality, which is nonsense. A man who says, “There is 
nothing save what I have observed and measured,” is talk- 
ing nonsense. A man who says, “There is nothing that can- 
not be observed and measured by the means at my dis- 
posal,” is equally talking nonsense. 

If it be said that the ideas presented in this system of 
religion can be found in various forms throughout the: hu- 
man race, are constantly connected with illusions and 
myths, and that therefore the ultimate conceptions of this 
religion are false, the word therefore does not work. Men 
invent gods, without doubt, but there is no logical connec- 
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tion between that fact and the affirmation that God is; it is 
rather the other way. 

If we are told that the universe was not created, but 
existed from all eternity and is sufficient to itself (it is a 
theory thousands of years old) that is not an affirmation 
based on science. It may be argued in the abstract, but 
physical proof there can be none. There has not been ad- 
vanced, and there could not be, a set of proved physical 
facts leading necessarily to such a conclusion. 

If we are told that the sequence of natural events can 
never be interrupted, and that this is a scientific—that is, 
proved—fact, we ask: “How proved?” 


THE QUESTION 


Men have always known of this sequence, in myriads 
upon myriads of instances. Fire burns. Suns rise. Iron 
sinks in water. Ice floats. They have today, from obser- 
vation, a few thousands more. What of that? To observe 
a thousand sequences a hundred or a thousand times is 
quite enough to establish their character of regularity. To 
add more sequences or to observe the same sequence more 
regularly and more often makes no conceivable difference to 
the argument. We all knew that these regular sequences 
existed. 

But that they are necessary, inevitable and immutable 
is a proposition totally different from the proposition of 
their existence; and to that second and totally different 
proposition—which denies the possibility of the super- 
natural (as we call it) and of miracle—what evidence can 
science conceivably adduce? 

The whole question would seem to be one of stating 
terms quite clearly. When we have so stated them, what 
emerges is this: Certain particular systems of religion (most 
of them recent and all in conflict) are themselves in con- 
flict with science. But of conflict between a religion of 
such doctrines as I have stated—Immortality, the creative 
personal Godhead, the Incarnation, Redemption, Resurrec- 
tion—and Science in its only possible exact sense—a body 
of ascertained facts—we await examples. So far we have 
no example of such conflict. 
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